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Scholarship winner Owen Ivey of Council with Dolly, one of his partners-in-training, 

Help guide conservation in Adams County 

If you’re a landowner in Adams County with an interest in natural resource 
issues, consider joining the Board of Supervisors of the Adams Soil & Water 
Conservation District. 

There is a vacancy on the Board right now—a golden opportunity for you 
to get involved in assisting agricultural producers in caring for our local soil and 
water resources. We would especially welcome a representative from the 
Meadows Valley area. 

The board meets once a month, so it won’t take a big chunk of your time. 
To learn more, see “Why Serve?” at www.adamsconservationdistrict.org. 

Kris Stone 

ASWCD Supervisor 

 Owen Ivey of Council has earned 

a $1000 “Go On” Scholarship from 

the Adams Soil and Water 

Conservation District.  

 Owen graduated in spring 2020 

and was honored as a co-

salutatorian of his graduating class 

with a 3.75 GPA.  

 During his senior year, he served 

as FFA chapter president, student 

body vice president, and he played 

basketball. Owen would have 

competed on the track team if the 

season hadn’t been cancelled due to 

the pandemic.   

 Owen exhibits the work ethic 

that will help him succeed in college 

and as an educator. Over the 

summer and on weekends, he has 

been working with his dad at Ivey 

Construction and training his two 

horses, Mo, a 5-year-old mare and 

Dolly, a 2-year-old mare. Owen is 

passionate about training horses. 

 Currently enrolled at Treasure 

Valley Community College in Equine 

Production, Owen plans to become 

an agriculture educator. He's living 

with a family near the college where 

the two young kids in the household 

are excited to have Owen teach 

them to rope and ride.  

 Owen has set some lofty goals 

for himself that he will no doubt 

achieve.   

 This was the second thousand-dollar scholarship the conservation district 

has awarded to an Adams County graduate. If you know an Adams County 

student who intends to pursue an education in agriculture or natural 

resources, please contact our office or visit our website for details about 

scholarships to be offered in 2021. 



Assistance available for landowners affected by wildfire 
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 The Weiser office of the Natural Resources Conservation Service is  

taking applications for its fire rehabilitation program from those who 

had acres burned by the Woodhead Fire.   

 Sign up for post-fire cost-share is the same as for the NRCS regular 

EQIP program. Applicants need to fill out an NRCS application, be  

registered with the Farm Service Agency and establish a farm and tract  

number with the agencies. 

 Practices that qualify include reseeding burned acres, replacing 

burned fencing and livestock watering structures, and spraying 

weeds.  To learn more, contact the NRCS Weiser Field office at  

208-549-2628 Ext. 104, or call Mark Bateman at 208-812-2994.  

 Contact Cheryl Rudd with the Farm Service Agency in Weiser at  

208-549-2628 Ext.101 to discuss eligibility and how to get registered 

with FSA. 

Kris Stone 

ASWCD Supervisor 

 Soils function like a living  

organism rather than as a non-living 

mixture of sand, silt, and clay. 

Healthy soils are teaming with bil-

lions of bacteria, fungi, and other 

microbes, creating a dynamic symbi-

otic ecosystem. Soil ecosystems can 

be managed to provide nutrients for 

plant growth, absorb and hold rain-

water for use during dryer periods, 

support a variety of agricultural ac-

tivities, and provide habitat for a 

diversity of micro-organisms that 

keep ecosystem running smoothly 

(Soil Health, NRCS). 

 Using no-till drills can enhance 

soil health.  No-till seeding provides 

winter vegetative cover, reducing 

both runoff and erosion, and can 

be used near bodies of to protect 

and enhance water quality. No-till 

practices also slow evaporation, 

increasing rainwater absorption 

and irrigation efficiency, which can 

lead to higher yields, especially dur-

ing hot and dry weather.  

 No-till practice benefit soil mi-

croorganisms. When soil is left un-

disturbed, beneficial soil organisms 

can establish their communities and 

feed off of the soil’s organic matter, 

important for nutrient cycling and 

suppressing plant diseases. As soil 

organic matter improves, so does 

the soil’s internal structure—

increasing the soil’s capacity to grow 

more nutrient-dense crops. 

 The ASWCD is exploring the  

possibility of writing a grant for  

either a rangeland drill or a no-till 

drill.  The rangeland drill is more  

expensive but may hold up better in 

rocky and hilly pasture/crop land in 

Adams County.  The no-till drill is 

less expensive but has been devel-

oped for flat agricultural land.   

 The ASWCD board would like to 

hear from you!  Should we pursue 

writing a grant for one of these two 

types of drills?  Would you be  

interested in renting the drill if it 

were available?  If so, how often 

would you want to rent it and for 

how many acres?  If you are willing 

to give us feedback, please visit our 

website at https://

www.adamsconservationdistrict.org 

and complete the short survey, or 

leave a message at 208-253-4668. 

Could you use a no-till drill to improve soil health? 

Or would a rangeland drill be more useful on your land? 

Would a no-till drill, left, or rangeland drill help you improve your operation? Which would you use more? Please let us know if you would be 

interested in renting one of these pieces of equipment from ASWCD. Take the survey at www.adamsconservationdistrict.org. 
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Fall is the time to tend to stream bank issues to keep your land from washing away 

 Areas that you are trying to  

restore usually need temporary  

protection from animal use.  That 

means putting up some hotwire or 

permanent fencing to exclude live-

stock while your new plants get es-

tablished.  Riparian fences are great 

BMPs.  Often, if livestock are ex-

cluded for a few seasons, existing 

plants will reestablish on their own. 

 You can still use your riparian 

areas for grazing for short periods of 

time if necessary. But the more 

healthy vegetation you have along a 

stream bank, the more resilient it 

will be during flooding.  Simple wil-

low planting jump-starts the proc-

ess.  These plants help slow high 

water flows and protect nearby land 

from erosion. 

Planting willow cuttings is one example of low-tech, low-cost Best Management Practices that 
can produce rapid results in restoring eroding stream banks. This photo was taken on the Little 
Weiser River the first growing season after fall planting. 

 At present, Adams SWCD does 

not have any grant funding to  

assist landowners with large stream 

bank restoration projects. However, 

simple BMPs can help tremendously 

and produce results in a short period 

of time.  We have a willow planting 

guide available and other resources 

that land- 

owners can use to put BMPs to 

work. Find these on our website at 

www.adamsconservationdistrict.org

and on Facebook at facebook.com/

adamsconservationdistrict.org. 

 If you’re not sure what conser-

vation measures you need on your 

property, talk to us about ideas for 

other BMPs to improve your land 

and water resources. 

Julie Burkhardt 

ASWCD Chair  

 If you have stream erosion  

problems, simple Best Management 

Practices (BMPs) can help solve 

them.  These BMPs are low tech and 

low cost and do not require a permit 

from a regulatory agency to  

implement. 

 One of the simplest ways to pro-

tect a raw stream bank is to plant 

willow cuttings. They will need to be 

planted deep enough so that their 

roots can reach water at low stream 

flow. That’s why fall is a great time 

to do it, when you can work along 

the bank without being waist-deep 

in water.  Adams SWCD has a water-

jet stinger to lend that can help you 

get the willow stems planted to the 

proper depth. 

 After planting, clip the tops of 

the stems so that only about six 

inches remain above ground or bury 

them completely. This will  

encourage the plant to expend its 

energy in developing a root system. 

 Where can you get the plant 

materials? Simply cut small limbs, 

less than the thickness of your  

finger, from existing willows. If you 

don’t have willows growing on your 

property, ask a neighbor or other 

stream bank landowner if you can 

harvest material. It won’t hurt the 

plants from which you take the  

cuttings. 



Adams Soil & Water Conservation District News 

The Adams SWCD is made up of a five-member board of local landowners who are unpaid elected officials who volunteer their 

time to help conserve the area’s natural resources: soil, water, air, plants and animals. The District does this through educational 

outreach, technical assistance and financial incentive programs.  ASWCD is an equal opportunity, non-regulatory entity. Your par-

ticipation in conservation programs is 100% voluntary. Please let us know what we can do for you. 

 As snow begins to blanket the 

ground, the memory of wildfire 

smoke and evacuation notices may 

fade. But now is the time to think 

about how you can protect your 

home from the ravages of wildfire. 

Several agencies offer technical  

advice and financial assistance to 

Adams County landowners who 

want to improve defensible space 

around their homes. 

 For nearly a decade, Adams 

County has offered fuels reduction 

to landowners at no charge. The 

county will clear brush and ladder 

fuels around your home the first 

time and advise you on how to 

maintain defensible space in future 

years. For information, call Don  

Horton at 208-741-9033. 

 Agricultural producers and  

owners of non-industrial forest land 

may qualify for NRCS forestry  

programs. The Environmental  

Quality Improvement Program 

(EQUP) offers financial incentives on 

a range of practices to improve the 

health of timber stands while reduc-

ing fuel loads and enhancing soil and 

water quality. Eligible landowners 

first need to work with NRCS to  

develop a management plan for 

their land and then choose suitable 

conservation practices 

to implement. For de-

tails, contact the NRCS 

office in Weiser at 208-

549-2628 Ext. 104. 

 Finally, Adams 

County lies within a 

large landscape identi-

fied as a priority for  

reducing the risk of 

catastrophic wildfire. 

The Southern Priority 

Landscape is part of the 

Idaho Shared Steward-

ship Agreement  

between the USDA  

Forest Service and the 

Idaho Department of 

Lands that emphasizes 

doing the right forest 

management, in the 

right places, at the right 

time and scale to pro-

tect communities and 

the places where people live and 

love to recreate. It’s a “No  

Boundaries Forestry”  approach that 

includes working with willing private 

landowners to reduce fuels and im-

prove forest health on all land own-

ership. As a result, additional finan-

cial resources may become available 

to help area landowners improve 
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Get assistance to help reduce risk of wildfire on your property 

Visit our website at  

adamsconservationdistrict.org  

or follow us on Facebook. 

Visit us at 203 South Galena St., Council 

By appointment 

P.O. Box 26 

Council, ID 83612 

208-253-4668 

the health and resiliency of private 

forest land. To learn more, visit IDL’s 

Shared Stewardship website, 

https://www.idl.idaho.gov/forestry/

shared-stewardship/. 

 If you would like us to contact 

you as funding becomes available 

for fuels treatment, please fill out 

the contact form on our website, 

www.adamsconservationdistrict.org. 

Southern Idaho  

Priority Landscape 


